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Observations and Recommendations on Met 
Forecasts

• 10 day forecasts are 
very useful specially in 
flood forecasting and 
early warning.

• 10 day forecasts are 
reasonably accurate. 

• Seasonal Forecasts are not so critical in flood 
management but very critical in Water Management.

• It may lead to considerable economic damage if 
incorrect. 

• Categorization of Seasonal Forecast as “Above 
Normal”, “Below Normal” do not have much sense in 
the areas of Water Management if not mentioned to 
what extent.

May 30
May 31 June 1 June 2

• Short range and medium range forecasts (3days ahead, 10 days 
ahead etc) are very critical in flood management.

Flood Monitoring and Early Warning Practices
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Hydro-meteorological Monitoring Systems of Sri Lanka

Hydro-meteorological data 
• River Water Level 
• River Discharge
• Rainfall

Present practices of Flood Monitoring 
and Forecasting in Sri Lanka

• Flood Monitoring Systems

1. Manual System

• 2. Semi Automated System 
(www.irrigation.gov.lk – Realtime water level 
in major rivers)

• Hydro-Meteorological Information System 
(Not open for public)

• 4. Rivernet (www.rivernet.lk) • 5. Wari Soba System

http://www.irrigation.gov.lk/
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Common Prior Flood Warning Messages are issued based on;
1. Short Range and Medium Range Forecasts issued by DOM 
2. Soil moisture situation of catchment 
2. Water level situation of rivers and upstream reservoirs
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mQ¾j .xj;=r wk;=re we.ùfï ksfõokh        j¾Kh :weïn¾ 

oskh : 2022/05/14 - fõ,dj : fm'j' 11.00 

ld,.=K úoHd fomd¾;fïka;=j úiska 2022 uehs 14 osk fm'j' 5.30g ksl=;a lrk ,o ld,.=K 

wk;=re we ùfï ksfõokhg wkqj osjhsfka inr.uqj" niakdysr" uOHu" iy jh  m<d;aj,;a 

tfukau .d,a, iy ud;r osia;%slal j,;a iuyr ia:dk j,g osklg us'uS 150 blaujQ ;o 

j¾Idm;khla we;súh yels njg wk;=re w jd we;' ta wkqj my; olajd we;s .x.d fødaKs 

j,ska tll fyda lsysmhl fyda .x.djka wdY%s; my;a ìï j, .xj;=r ;;aajhla we;sùu bosrs osk 

lsysmfhaoS wfmalaId l< yelsh' fuysoS we;s úh yels j¾Idfõ ;Sj%;djh yd m%udKh u; .xj;=r 

;;a;ajfha m%n,;djh yd wjOdku r   mj;sk nj ldreKslj oekqï fokq ,efí' 

 .x.d fødaKsh .xj;=r wjOdkug ,laúh yels m%foaY 

01 
oeÿre Th 

fødaKsh 

uyj" jdrshfmd," ksljeráh" fldfnhs.fka" riakdhlmqr" ìx.srsh" 

m,a,u" wdrpsÑlgsgqj iy y,dj; m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldgsGdY j, oeÿre 

Th ksïkh wdY%s; my;a ìï m%foaY' 

02 ud Th fødaKsh 
mkak," osjq,msáh" oxfldgqj" lgdk" fjkakmamqj iy ó.uqj m%dfoaYSh 

f,alï fldgsGdY j, w;a;k.¨ Th ksïkh wdY%s; my;a ìï m%foaY'  

03 
w;a;k.¨ Th 

fødaKsh 

osjq,msáh" órs.u" w;a;k.,a," .ïmy" cd we," uyr" lgdk" 

ñkqjkaf.dv iy j;a;, m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldgsGdY j, w;a;k.¨ Th 

ksïkh wdY%s; my;a ìï m%foaY' 

04 
le<Ks .  

fødaKsh 

rejkaje,a," foysTsõg" iS;djl" fodïfma" lvqfj," ìh.u" fydaud.u" 

flf<dkakdj" fld<U m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldgsGdY j, le<Ks .  ksïkh 

wdY%s; my;a ìï m%foaY' 

05 
l¿ .  

fødaKsh 

me,auvq,a," ksõ;s.," r;akmqr" l=reúg" we<md;" lsrs we,a," wfí.u" 

weye,shf.dv" bx.srsh" fydrK" l,jdk" md,skaokqjr" nq,;aisxy," 

fodvkaf.dv" ñ,a,ksh" l¿;r" uÿrdfj, m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldgsGdY j, 

l¿ .  ksïkh wdY%s; my;a ìï m%foaY' 

06 
fnka;r .  

fødaKsh 

j,,A,d g, fnka;r, m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldgsGdY j, fnka;r .  ksïkh 

wdY%s; my;a ìï m%foaY' 

DI/Hydro/103 (v)  2022/05/14 

Present Flood Forecasting and Warning Practices 
Thereafter, river basin wise flood warnings are issued based on,
Observed Rainfall, Observed River Water Level, River Trend, and flood 
model results, basin vise flood warnings are issued. 

Reservoir Status by 11th of March 2023

Areas under highest threat of flood during the 
period of pre-monsoonal disturbances
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Based on the past observation data, 
During Pre-Monsoonal Period, onset 
of South – West Monsoon and during 
the first half of South – West 
monsoon, flood threats are higher in 
Flood Prone Valleys of following river 
basins.
1. Kala Oya
2. Deduru Oya
3. Maha Oya
4. Attanagalu Oya
5. Kelani Ganga
6. Kalu Ganga
7. Gin Ganga
8. Nilvala Ganga
In addition, there are considerable 
flood threats in following river basins
1. Mahaweli Ganga
2. Bentara Ganga
3. Kirama Oya
4. Uruboku Oya 20

Thank You


