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CURRENT SITUATION 

SITUATION SUMMARY 

 Heavy pre-monsoon rains in Sri Lanka continues from 20th May 2018, have killed at least 

sixteen people, and more than 130,000 people are affected in 20 District as of today. 

 Flooding and subsequent potential landslide threat has forced the evacuation of people in 

low-lying areas where four main rivers have reached flood levels currently at normal level 

except Attanagalu-Oya, while five districts (Kegalle, Kalutara, Galle, Ratnapura & Nuwara-

Eliya)  are on "red alert" for possible landslides.  

 Spill gates of reservoirs in North-western area had to be opened and 20 spill gates od Thab-

bowa reservoir has been opened. NBRO has still given landslide threat to Ratnapura, Kalu-

tara, Badulla, Kegalle, Kandy, Matale, Nuwara-Eliya, Galle, Colombo and Kurunegala due to 

earth slips, cut failures and rock falls. 

 South-west monsoon still suppressed by the persisting wind circulations and excepting to 

be settled by end of this week.  

 River water levels at many stations are gradually decreasing, in Kelani, Nilwala, Gin, Malwa-

thu-oya, Maha-Oya rivers and some areas of Attanagalu-Oya river shows flood levels as of 

25th May. 

 

Department of Meteorology highlighted last 18-24 hours rainfall observed in main stations ended on morn-

ing hours of 25th May 2018 showing reduction of rainfall in south-western areas however some areas has 

received heavy rainfalls; in Moragaswewa(Deduru-Oya)-151mm, Gampaha-138.5mm, Kuliyapitiya-120.5mm, 

Anamaduwa-117.8mm, Thabbowa-104.2mm, Colombo-55.8mm. The highest rainfall recorded was around 

169mm in Hindawa in Ratnapura District.  

As a result of heavy rains, 138,292 people (35,129 families) have been affected (the Disaster Situation Re-

port , National Disaster Relief Services Centre (NDRSC) at 1200 hours on 25th of May 2018). People at 

flood risk areas have been evacuated to safe locations. Approximately, 13,199 families have been evacuated 

into 231 welfare centres due to flood and landslide risks in 10 Districts. As of now 16 deaths & 1 missing 

were reported to the Disaster Management Centre while 8 people were injured. NDRSC has provided 

35.66 million cash allocations to the 12 District Secretaries to address the immediate needs of 

the affected populations.   

Ministry of Irrigation, Water Resources and Disaster Management, has called media discussions daily under 

the leadership of Minister together with Ministry officials and other senior level officials from  respective 

organizations,  

Access to Kaduwela main bridge towards Biyagama road is now restored which was closed due to damage 

to side-wall of the bridge. Down-stream areas in Thabbowa has been inundated and communities are taken 

to safe areas, Bund of Bingiriya tank also damaged, JaEla-Bowatta road also blocked due to erosion in Uruwal

-canal, roads in Malwana also inundated. At present Rjanganaya, Thabbowa and Daduru-Oya are spilling. Bo-

raluwewa in Kobeigane is at spilling level and tank bund was cleared to drain excess water, Road was 

blocked in Udugampola due to fallen tree, There were deaths reported in Alawwa, Othara, Thiruwampola, 

Nawathalwatta due to earth slip. 

DMC is coordinating with Military agencies through its EOC for better response interventions and NDRSC 

is undertaking needs assessment at local levels, especially in safety centers. Recorded housing damages; full 

damages 63 and partial damages 3,701. Navy divers are in action in this morning to search of missing person 

“Unasevana” hotel in Biyagama. 
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Prevailing showery condition may continue to next 72 

hours in South-western area. Heavy rainfall is expected 

around 100-150mm Sabaragamu, Western, Central and 

North-western areas and evening showers can be oc-

curred in other areas in the Island, especially in Northern 

areas due to current wind disturbance. 

Increase of wind speed is expected in the sea areas and all 

naval activities to be handled carefully as deep seas can be 

very rough sometimes.  

Department of Irrigation has indicated that several major 

river levels are decreasing as of 25 May 2018, at 0900 

hours which were at flood levels earlier.  

However, the recorded rainfall was decreased in South-

western areas but most of heavy rains were occurred in 

North-western areas creating floods in Puttalam and Ku-

runegala. 

 

  

FIGURE 02: River water level, 0900 hours 25 May 2018 

Source: Department of Irrigation 

 

River gauges in Nilwala, Gin, Kalu, Kelani, Attanagalu-Oya, Ma-Oya, Mahaweli showing normal water levels 

Source: Department of Meteorology 

FIGURE 01: Rainfall received last 24 hours ending at 0830 hours on 25 May 2018 
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 Total affected Families 35,129 and evacuated 13,199 
families 

 Number of households at high risk— Full damage 64, Partially dam-
age 3,841 houses 

FLOOD STATUS AND  IMPACT 

FIGURE 03: Affected Districts and area prioritization for response 
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Table 01: Details of Tri Forces allocation to the emergency response 

(Colombo, Matara, Galle, Kalutara, Ratnapura and Kegalle) 

Deployed Forces:  

 

 

Stand by Forces:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SN Tri Force Officers Others Total 

1 Navy 10 191 201 

2 Army 23 502 525 

3 Air force       

4 Police       

Total 33 693 726 

SN Tri Force Officers Others Total 

1 Navy 26 580 606 

2 Army 184 5204 5388 

3 Air force 9 261 270 

4 Police - -   

Total 219 6045 6264 

SN District Engine Boat Catamaran Engine 

1 Ratnapura 10 08 01 

2 Kalutara 11 10 01 

3 Galle 06 03   

4 Badulla 02 02   

5 Gampaha 05 05 02 

6 Matara 03 05   

7 Colombo 13 06 01 

8 Kegalle 01 01   

9 Puttalam 02     

10 Hambantota 01     

11 Kurunegala 05 07   

Total 59 47 05 

Resources allocation for the Police 

FLOOD RESPONSE  AND RESCUE OPERATIONS 
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WEATHER FORECAST FOR 26th MAY 2018
(Issued at 1200 noon on 25th Mav 20lg)

Prevailing rainy condition in the south-western part ofthe island is expected to continue.
Showers or thundershowers will occur at times in western, Southem, Sabaragamuw4 central and North-Westem provinces.

showers or thundershowers will occur elsewhere particularly after 2.00 p.m.
Showers or thundershowers will occur in Jaffira, Mannar and Mullaitivu districts in the morning too.
Heavy falls about 100-150 mm can be expected at some places in Sabaragamuwa, western, central and North-
Westem provinces and in Galle, Matara districts_
Fairly heavy falls, above 50 mm can be expected at some places in the Northem province.
Fairly strong winds at times about 4Okmph can be expected over the island.
There may be temporary localized strong winds during thundershowers. General public is kindly requested to takeadequate precautions to minimize darnages caused by lightning activity.
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NEXT 24 HOURS flssued at 1200 noon on 25th Mav 20lg)
Windy and showery conditions are expected to further enhance in the Western and southern sea areas.
Showers or thundershowers will occur at times in the sea areas around the island.
Heavy showers can be expected at some places, particularly in the sea area extending from Kankasanturai to
Mathara via Mannar, Colombo and Galle.
Winds-will be Westerly to South-westerly in direction in the sea areas around the island and wind speed will be
30-40 kmph.

Sea area extending from Mannar to Potuvil via Puttalam, Colombo, Galle and Hambantota can be rough
or very rough at times as the wind speed can increase up to 60-70 kmph at times.

Temporarily very strong gusty winds (up to 70-80 kmph) and rough seas can be expected during thundershowers.
Navel and fishing communities are also requested to be vigilant inlhis regards.
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